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CONCERT ON THE STEPS TOP TENNIS RETURNERS 
The EIU Wind Symphony and EIU Concert Band will 
perform a concert on the Mellin Steps Friday eventng. 
Take a look at some of the top 
returning players for the men's 
and women's tennis teams. 
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A deeper look int0 Eastern nwnbcrs gives imight 
into the enrollment process as whole, showing that 
inquiries about F.astem were up 20 percent from the 
2018/2019 enrollment cyde. 
In the 2019-2020 enrollment cycle 24,329 new 
freshmen inquiries were made compared to the 
20 l 9s 20,285 inquiries, showing an inacasc of 4,044 
new inquiries. 
New transfer inquiries showed a much greater in­
� of 177 percent from 2,292 inquiries dwing the 
2018/2019 enrollment cyde to 6,347 inquiries in the 
2019/2020 enrollment cyde. 
There a.re roughly 50 different inquiry streams ac­
cording to Josh Norman, associate vice-president for 
enrollment management. 
Norman said the university can apea t0 see over 
20,000 inquiries eadi year but Eastern can thank the 
investment put into those channels this year for the 
increase. 
From those over 30,000 total inquiries Eastern ad­
mitted 4,931 ficshmen and 776 trarufer studentS. 
Of those admitted students 891 new freshmen 
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Crafting a cup 
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Elena Singleton, a junior art education major, makes a cup in Doudna Hall Thursday afternoon. Singleton said that the cup was for a 
ceramics class she is taking this semester. 
Students share favorite songs for Country Music Day 
By Heather Suarez 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_ news 
International Country Music Day is cele­
brated each year on Sept. 17. 
The day began being celebrated in 2003 to 
celebrate country music all over the globe and 
honor country music's roots. 
Country music began in the early 1900s 
and has seen many variants within the genre 
that features such songs as "God Bless the 
U.S.A" by Lee Greenwood, "Before He 
Cheats" by Carrie Underwood and "The Git 
Up" by Blanco Brown. 
The genre has seen many changes over the 
years as it has adapted to cultural changes 
leaving a broad range of songs in the category. 
As music is something many utilize in their 
day to  day lives, college students have many 
different opinions on the matter. 
Brianna Thomas, a freshman animation 
and graphic design major, said that she does 
not know many of the artists associated with 
country music but said she likes the song 
"Wagon Wheel." 
"Wagon Wheel" was covered by Darius 
Rucker but was originally written in 1975 by 
Old Crow Medicine Show. 
Thomas added that she also likes the song 
"Take Me Home, Country Roads" that was 
written in 1971 by John Denver. 
Thomas said the song sounds like what 
many refer to as "old country." 
"It's got that old feel and I like that" She 
says, "All the new country now is not as 
good." 
. Thomas said she feels like "new country" 
"I think country music just warms your heart. It's 
like seeing nice Minnesota sunset on a lake, catching 
some walleye:' 
-Peter Martynowia, sophomore 
"When I was a little kid I liked it because my parents forced it on 
me, like parents tend to do. When I was in preschool, I got to go 
to my first concert, I got to see Keith Urban. My four-year-old 
self was infatuated with this man." 
music today mostly focuses on only trucks 
and alcohol. 
Julianne Dailey, a freshman elementary ed­
ucation major, said country music has always 
been a part of her life. 
"I grew up around country music, that was 
something my dad always listened to," Dailey 
said. 
She also said that country music helps her 
get in the mood to study. 
Maddy Powers, a sophomore English ma­
jor, said her parents listening to country music 
as she grew up had an influence on her young­
er years. 
"When I was little I liked it because my 
parents forced it on me, like parents tend to 
-
Maddy Powers, sophomore 
do. When I was in preschool, I got to go to 
my first concert, I got to see Keith Urban. 
My four-year-old self was infatuated with this 
man," Powers said. "I thought I was going to 
marry him so I was really upset when he got 
married." 
Powers said her favorite country song is 
"Stupid Boy" by Keith Urban. 
Ethan Fleming, a freshman majoring in bi­
ological sciences, said that he does not partic­
ularly listen to country music but he likes the 
song Take Me Home, Country Roads. 
Celebrating country music day can be a 
great time to listen to the songs you enjoy, or 
even explore a new genre of country music 
such as country rock or honky-tonk if you !is-
ten to it on occasion. 
Peter Martynowicz, a sophomore digital 
media technology major, said country music 
gives him a good feeling. 
"I think country music just warms your 
soul," Martynowicz said "It's like seeing the 
nice Minnesota sunset on a lake, catching 
some walleye." 
Martynowicz said his love for country mu­
sic came from his friends. 
"I'd say just driving trucks around with 
my friends back in the country," Martynow­
icz said. "I don't think I was big into country 
until I was sitting with the boys on a tailgate, 
watching the fire blaze, Luke Combs just blar­
ing his heart out." 
Martynowicz said he believes young adults 
may not like country music because of influ­
ences on them while they grew up. 
"I think its cause growing up it wasn't cool. 
Its probably what your parents listen to. It 
isn't as flashy or as bass driven, Martynow­
icz said. "People can't relate to it and the ones 
who do don't really say they do cause it isn't 
cool." 
According to nationaldaycalendar.com, In­
ternational Country Music Day began in 
2003. The date of Sept. 17 also coincides with 
the birthday of country music legend Hank 
Williams, who was born on that day in 1923. 
The site suggests that people listen to 
country music, watch movies about country 
a.rtists or support local radio stations that play 
country music. 
Heather Suarez can �reached at 581-2812 
or at hasuaru�lu.edu. 
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Capitol News Illin ois 
SPRINGFIELD -Illinois lawmak­
ers are free to pursue their own inves­
tigation into House Speaker Michael 
Madigan's role in a bribery scheme in­
volving utiliry giant Commonwealth 
Edison, as long as they don't specifi­
cally ask witnesses what information 
they've shared with federal investiga­
tors or a federal grand jury. 
That was the word late Thursday 
from John Lausch Jr., the U.S. Attor­
ney for the Northern District of Illi­
nois. 
"We recognize the (Special Investi­
gating Committee's) separate and in­
dependent responsibilities, and there­
fore, we do not object generally to the 
SI C's pursuit of testimony and pro­
duction of documents, even if the 
party previously shared the same un­
derlying factual information with fed­
eral prosecutors or law enforcement 
agents," Lausch wrote in a letter to 
the top Democratic and Republican 
members of the committee, adding, 
"except as noted below." 
Lausch went on to describe a nar­
row set of circumstances that could 
prompt an objection from his office if 
lawmakers seek to find out what in­
formation witnesses have told federal 
investigators or a grand jury. 
FILE PHOTO j THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
House Speaker Michael Madigan is pictured in a file photo at the Illinois State Capitol last year. He is now the 
subject of a Special Investigating Committee in the Illinois House due to his alleged ties to utility giant Common­
wealth Edison. 
In addition, Lausch said he would 
object to the committee requesting 
documents directly from his office or 
from other federal agencies, or any 
documents related to a proposed fed-
era! grant of immunity. 
Lausch's letter, however, appeared 
to do nothing to break the partisan 
tension that has separated the Spe­
cial Investigating Committee's chair­
man, Rep. Emanuel "Chris" Welch, 
D-Hillside, and the panel's ranking 
Republican, Rep. Tom Demmer, of 
The time has come to book your 
FREE senior portraits! 
BOOK YOUR SENIOR 
PORTRAITS ONLINE AT: 
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM 
Use 'Panthers' for your client ID 
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lfasks must be worr: wh) le waiting. 
Dixon. 
Those two had spoken by phone 
with Lausch on Monday to discuss 
how they could proceed with the leg­
islative inve.stigation without interfer­
ing with the ongoing federal criminal 
probe. But the two walked away from 
that conversations with vastly differ-
ent interpretations of what Lausch 
had said. 
In statements since that phone 
conversation, Welch has said it was 
his understanding that the committee 
was free to call witnesses, but could 
not ask them any questions related to 
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Eastern ensembles to 
perform concert Friday, 
The EIU Wind Symphony and the 
EIU Concen Band will perform for the 
Boyd Band Sam Scholarship Concert on 
Friday at 6 p.m. at the Mellin Steps. 
Due to university and state guidelines, 
the event will be livestreamed on You­
Tube, which can be found by searching 
"Boyd Band Bash Scholarship Conccn 
2020." 
"We know that there will be a lot of in­
terest in this. so to make it easy fur people, 
were livcstreaming this so people can just 
stay in the comfon of their own homes, 
the safety of their own homes, and they 
can watch the concert,• said Dan Crews, 
Doudnis director of programming. 
The novdty of livcstreaming the Boyd 
Sam has Doudna stlffas looking forward 
to using this new outlet. 
"It's new to us, it's kind of innovative 
fur us, so were really excited to be able to 
utilae this ccchnology during this kind of 
mange time where we cannot have peo­
ple attending events," Crews said. 
The conccn, which is Ea.stem's prima­
ry fundraiser for its bands, is named after 
a notable alum from the music dcpan­
ment. 
"'The name comes &om a fonner Facul­
ty member of the music department here 
at Eastern many many years ago. Earl 
Boyd was his name ... he wrote EIU's 
fight song." Crews said. "That's his contri­
bution and legacy to Eastern Illinois Uni­
VCISity." 
According ro the evenr's press release, 
there is a guest List of 50 people maxi-
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Dr. Alicia Neal (bottom left), the Director of Bands at Eastern, directs the 
Concert Band in a rehearsal at the Doudna Steps Thursday afternoon. 
mum, in accordance with Eastem's and 
the state's guidelines. 
"Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan 
allows gatherings, including concerts, of 
50 people or fewer," it reads. "Non-tick­
et holders will not be permitted in the Li­
brary Quad vicinity, Doudna staff are ask­
ing for people not co bring lawn chairs or 
blankets to watch the concen." 
Whereas concert-goers would nor­
mally donate in person, this year's COV­
ID-19 regulations led those in charge of 
the event to establish a link where people 
can donate during the concert. 
"What we'll be doing is, there will be 
a link that people can donare onlinc, so 
we're going to make it real easy for peo­
ple," Crews said. 'Tuey don't even have to 
get dressed up fancy. they can stay home 
in their lounging clothes and have their 
Favorite beverage next to them, and they 
can watch the concert." 
That link can be found at the EIU 
Giving Page, according to the press re­
lease. 
The music being performed by the 
Eastern bands includes works by Aaron 
Copland, George Gershwin and Mere­
dith Willson, among others. 
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581-2812 
or at rameyer@eiu.edu. 
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Norman said that is a common con­
version despite seeming like a great dif­
fumce. 
He said yield rates also play a part in 
the large difference between numbers. 
"When you look at somewhere char 
has more barriers to entry, like if your 
application fee is $75 or maybe $100 
and you require a $500 deposit you have 
more barriers to entry and you'U have a 
higher yidd rate because students arc g<>­
ing to take more time to say okay do I 
really want to apply to this school," Nor­
man said. 
This year Eastcrn's application fee is 
$30 but the fee is waived fur any srudcnt 
who applies before October 15. 
New freshmen also pay a $150 enroll­
ment deposit to claim a place at Eastern. 
Once paid, those studcn� can sign up 
for an Orientation date and sign up for 
� 
Eastcm's on-campus residence hous­
ing dcposit is $250 annually. 
Eight hundred ninety-five new fresh­
man applied for on-campus housing, 
856 signed contracts for housing and 
810 made the $250 deposit. 
One hundred seventy-seven new 
transfers applied for on-campus hous­
ing, 156 signed contracts and 128 made 
the $250 deposit. 
Any student who requests more in­
formation about a Easrern goes cowards 
the overall inquiry number. 
"The thing about inquiries is they 
have at one point or another said they 
are interested in getting more informa­
tion about Eastern Illinois Universi­
ty and the numbers are huge," Norman 
said. 
He said events hosted at Eastern hdp 
generare many of those inquiries. 
"Those arc huge generators for in-
quiries that come co our campus and 
arc like 'wow it's so awesome to run tbc 
blue and I like the Facilities and I like the 
composition, I want more information' 
or 'I just wane a &cc t-shin so you can 
send me more information if you would 
like ro,'" Norman said. 
He said in the 2020/2021 enrollment 
cycle they won't have many of those in­
quiry streams that hdp increase the over­
all numbers. 
'Tuis year it's going to be tougher be­
cause you don't have some of those in­
quiry streams. You don't have some of 
those summer camps and conferenc­
es," Norman said. "You don't have Boy's 
State and Gid's Stare trade meets." 
Norman said for the 2019/2020 en­
rollment cycle he is happy to sec where 
the numbers ended up and looking for­
ward he believes they will be able to 
adapt for the 2020/2021 enrollment cy­
cle as they have had ro do with major 
even� in the past. 
"It's an inrercsting place to be. k pos­
itive as our narrative is and I 'm really 
happy with where we ended up, there's 
a lot of uncertainty when it comes to 
planning,'' Norman said. "We'll figure it 
out we always do, I mean ifwc can sur­
vive the impasse and do okay in a pan­
demic, we'll figure out whatever comes 
next." 
Eastern saw 4,315 freshman FAFSk 
filed in the 2019/2020 cycle and 2,832 
students were packaged; 830 transfers 
filed FAFSk and 643 were packaged. 
Editors rwte: PDF copies of EnroUmnzt 
�IX numbers can be found in the online 
versiQn of this wry at dailyeastmmews.com. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-
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STAFF EDITORIAL 
Barr's comments 
on lockdowns were 
harmful, misguided 
U.S. Attorney General William 
Barr was speaking at an event ar 
Hillsdale College Wednesday, and 
made some offensive and harmful 
comments comparing COV ID-19 
lockdowns to slavery. 
Barr was asked to explain the con­
stitutionality of restricting church 
services during a pandemic, a ques­
tion which caused him to provide a 
startlingly tone-deaf response. 
"You know, putting a national 
lockdown, stay at home orders, is 
like house arrest," Barr said. "Och­
er t han slavery, which was a different 
kind of restraint, this is the greatest 
intrusion on civil liberties in Amer­
ican history." 
Democratic South Carolina Rep. 
Jim Clyburn responded to Barr's re­
mark in an appearance on CNN 
Thursday, saying that it was the 
"most ridiculous, cone-deaf, God­
awful thing I 've ever heard: 
We at The Daily Eastern News 
aJso fmd Barr's remark to be ridic­
ulous and tone-deaf. There have 
been many controversial or offensive 
Editorial Board 
comments from President Trump 
and his administration over the past 
four years, but chis one by  Barr is 
certainly one of the most offensive 
we have heard. 
COVID-19 lockdowns arc tem­
porary and necessary to help stop 
the spread of the virus. 
Slavery was a horrific human 
rights violation against Black people 
that was a part of American life for 
more than two centuries. 
Frankly this should not need to 
be explained to anyone, bur espe­
cially not to someone in as pres­
tigious and important position as 
Barr. 
The comment he made either sig­
nals a shocking level of ignorance on 
Barr's part or a purposeful method 
to fire up Trump's base prior to the 
election. It did result in a round of 
applause from those in attendance, 
after all. But either way it is inexcus­
able. 
Comparing anything to slavery is 
ill-advised at the very least, and po­
tentially offensive and harmful. 
COLUMN 
We should be concerned 
about USPS right now 
If you've sent a letter or a pack­
age  to a friend in the past few 
months you may have noticed that 
it's taken a lot longer than usuaJ to 
gee ro them, and there's a reason 
for that. For years the U.S. Post­
al service has been losing mon­
ey as many things arc shipped by 
companies such as Amazon, Fe­
dEx, and UPS. But in the past few 
months, several factors have led to 
a national slowdown of mail. 
The USPS has become slow­
er ever since Louis DcJoy was ap­
pointed the new Postmaster Gen­
eral in June. Louis DcJoy is known 
to be a huge donor to President 
Trump, and there arc many claims 
that Trump wanted him as gener­
al to make the USPS more profit­
able to compete with other com­
panies. Unfortunately as a result 
Louis DcJoy cut overtime for post­
al workers, as well as late delivery 
trips and other expenses char en­
sure char our mail arrives on time. 
This  national s lowdown of  
mail i s  concerning because of two 
things: the coronavirus pandcm-
Destiny Blanchard 
ic and rhe November election. 
Because of the pandemic, many 
Americans are planning to vote by 
mail to avoid large crowds. Unfor­
tunately, the Trump administra­
tion has been doing things to sab­
otage the USPS so that they won't 
be equipped to handle the surge of 
mail-in voting. 
The Postal Service needs $10 
billion from Congress to keep up 
with the operation but it doesn't 
look like there will approval for 
that funding. The USPS has even 
put out a warning that some bal­
lots cast by mail may not arrive in 
time ro be counted for chc elec­
tion. 
le seems like Trump's sabotag­
ing of the Postal Service is because 
it could benefit him in the elec­
tion. Over the past few weeks, he's 
been pushing the claim chat mail­
in voting will lead ro massive voter 
fraud, even though there's no evi­
dence of char claim. Much of the 
country has voted by mail in the 
past with absentee ballots (includ­
ing President Trump). 
Right now we should all be con­
cerned about this issue. Trump's 
supporters believe what he says 
about mail-in vot ing,  making 
them more likely to go  vote in 
person. Other citizens who are 
concerned about the pandemic 
will choose their health over their 
right to vote and will stay home 
and send out their ballots. But if 
our postal service doesn't get the 
funds they need there's a possibil­
ity that the votes we cast won't be 
represented in the polls. 
Destiny Blanchard is a junior ma� 
agement major. She can be reached 
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COLUM� I TENNIS 
Top returners for Eastern's tennis teams 
The men's and women's ten­
nis teams at Eastern had their fall 
schedules postponed by COV­
ID-19 after the remainder of their 
spring seasons were canceled back 
in March. 
At the time of the cancelation, 
the men's team was 7-8 and on a 
seven-match losing stream and the 
women's team was 5-8 and on a 
six-match losing streak. Each team 
was scheduled to begin their con­
ference seasons when the season 
was canceled. 
When they do take the court 
once again in the spring, both 
teams have a number of return­
ing players that can make an im­
pact based on their performances 
last season. 
Women's Tennis- Rachel 
Papavasilopoulos 
Not only was Rachel Papavasi­
lopoulos the top tennis player on 
campus last semester, she was per­
haps the most successful athlete at 
Eastern. 
Following her sophomore sea­
son in 2018-19, for which she was 
named the OVC Women's Tennis 
Player of the Year, she performed 
well in her limited action as a ju­
nior. 
Papavasilopoulos went 9-0 dur­
ing the spring before the sea­
son was canceled, playing all nine 
matches at No. 1 singles. 
Adam Tumino 
She also played 10 doubles 
matched on the season, going 5-4 
with one match unfinished. She 
also moved into third place all 
time on Eastcrn's win list for No. 
I singles with 32 wins. She ranks 
second in program with an 80.5 
win percentage and was named 
OVC Player of the Weck on Feb. 
6. 
Women's Tennis- Elizaveta 
Bukraba-Ulanova 
Finishing second on the teams 
in singles wins last season was 
freshman Elizaveta Bukraba­
Ulanova. She played 10 singles 
matches on the year, splitting time 
between the No. 2, 3 and 4 singles 
slots, going 2-0 in the No. 2 slot. 
She also played in 10 doubles 
matches, nine of which were in 
the No. 1 slot, going 4-5 with one 
match going unfinished. 
Bukraba-Ulanova earned her 
first collegiate win in straight sets 
on the road against LSU Alexan-
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern's Elizaveta Bukraba-Ulanova returns an opponent's shot during the Eastern Illinois Fall Invite in Sept. 2019 
at the Darling Courts. 
dria on Jan. 17. 
Men's Tennis- Pau Riera 
Tied for second in singles wins 
for the men's tennis team in the 
spring was freshman Pau Riera. 
He was the only player on the 
team to appear in all six spots and 
went 4-7 in singles play. He won 
two matches at No. 4 and one 
match at both No. 1 and No. 2. 
Riera's two wins at No. 4 came in 
his first two collegiate matches. 
Men's Tennis- Daniel Her­
nandez 
The men's tennis team's leader 
in singles wins last season was ju­
nior Daniel Hernandez. He played 
in 12 dual matches, going 5-7 
while splitting time in the top­
three spots. 
He finished the season in third 
place on Eastern's all-time singles 
win list and second on the all-time 
doubles win list. 
Hernandez also won his first 
three singles matches of the year 
playing in the No. 2 and 3 spots 
and earned OVC Player of the 
Wes:k honors on Feb. 6. 
Hernandez played in 12 dou­
bles matches, going 2-9 with one 
match going unfinished. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
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